
M.R.S.C.N.A. MEETING ï  FEBRUARY 5TH, 2006 
 

1.)  OPENING:  Dave T. opened the meeting at 9:10 a.m. with a moment of silence, followed by the Serenity Prayer. 
 
2.)  12 TRADITIONS:  Read by Julia O. 
 
3.)  ROLL CALL:  Lori R.  
 
4.)  WELCOME VISITORS:  Jim C., Dale V., and Shawn V. were welcomed by the committee. 
 
5.)  SE C R E TA R Y õS R E P O R T:  
 
H i Fa m ily, Iõm  a  gra tefu l recovering a d d ict na m ed  Lori.  
 
    O nce a ga in, I a p ologize for not getting the m inu tes ou t to everyone sooner.  I w ill d o b etter in the fu tu re.  Iõm still having 
problems getting the minutes out to several committee members because of incorrect contact and address information.  
PLEASE, PLEASE double-check your information on the address and contact listing that I have passed around to make 
sure that I have all of your correct information.  I will be working with Jo on revising the MRSCNA procedures (guidelines) to 
verify that the verbiage is correct for purposes of obtaining our raffle license.  As soon as I have those revisions completed, I 
will be sending copies of the revised guidelines to each committee member.  Thank you for letting me be of service. 
 
ILS, 
Lori R.  
 

6.)  TR EA SU R E R õS R E P O R T:  
 

Good Morning Family: 
 
My name is Jo and I am an addict.  As far as the books goes we are in good shape the balances are as follows: 
 
General Account       7364.82 
MCRNA 22               4000.80 
Inventory                   1100.00 
 
Total                       $12390.14 
 
     As always, I have the last bank statement available, along with the admin/general account registration for anyoneõs 
viewing and would be happy to answer any questions that any one or any group has. 
     As far as the bank account goes, I w ou ld  lik e this b od yõs permission to get the address on the checks to correspond with 
our mailing address, as of right now, the checks say Ferndale (the old MSO office) a nd  ou r m a il is going to ou t C P A õs.  I 
have checked with Cathy, our CPA, and they have said it would be okay to do this.  It will involve ordering new checks, as 
Laurie had ordered some a year ago, and also ordered duplicates, so this would be an additional expense.  To use these 
checks up will take a couple of years, and it seems to be a problem especially when dealing with any state agencies, as why 
our checks have one address but we are using another. 
     This leads me to the next item regarding our gambling license with the state of Michigan.  They did cash the check, but 
at this point have held up our license due to 8 items that they want cleared up.  I have that letter with me and there seems 
to be a problem with our bylaws claiming that we have a board of directors yet none were on the application.  There is 
also a membership criterion that has to be done, along with some other small items and a sample/actual copy of the raffle 
ticket.  I will know more when I can get these items and send them to them.  The state is also very strict about having any 
one having anything to do with the license/gambling issue if you are not a member for at least 6 months.  I do believe that 
this can be met with some of us holding 2-year positions. 
     I would hope that this body allows the secretary and myself to continue working on this matter in hopes of getting this 
resolved.  If we are not granted a license we cannot hold any raffles. This even means i.e. bingos, raffles, and etc. 
Maybe this is why we avoided this issue before.  I do believe these matters to be a relatively small inconvenience,  with the 
exception of possibility having to redo the by-laws.   
     Also note that even though we are a non-profit organization, this does not mean that mean we are exempt from 
having to charge sales tax and paying it to the state.  I have contacted MCRNA in regards to this, and have given the 
information to the CPA so that we can complete the sales tax paperwork and get it submitted. 



     In regards to our last meeting, when we had several members look over the information on the Public Relations Manual 
from World, In keeping with the 7th Tradition, that we are fully self supporting, I am asking this body to offer 
reimbursement to the members, keeping in mind that having them look over this information was service work to them 
and some of them possibly could not afford to do this if they had to occur this expense.  We did ask them as a body; 
therefore I do believe it shou ld  b e this b od yõs expense and not theirs. 

 
In loving service, 
Jo D. 
Regional Treasurer of MRSCNA 

 
P.S.: 
     Effective next Region meeting, I will be including an Income sta tem ent for everyoneõs view ing.  P lease keep in mind that 
I will be making some changes for the categories, so that we are better able to track the coming and going of our monies. 
     I have enclosed an Income Statement for the whole year of 2005 (see addendum at end of minutes).  Any questions, 
please feel free to contact me either by snail mail, email or phone. 
     I might not be at the next region meeting in April, due to the fact that I have to work out of state, bu t I w onõt actually 
know until 2 days before the meeting if I will be present or not.  If so, I will have all my reports and everything available at 
the meeting. 

 
* The issue of taxes was brought up.  Per state regulations, we MUST pay sales tax for merchandise we sell and/or purchase.  
This also includes food, beverages, and ALL LITERATURE PURCHASES AND SALES!  Jo states that we need to order new 
checks with the correct address (the address will be the address of our accountant).  The committee approved the request 
to purchase new checks by consensus.  Lori will also be changing the wording for our procedures to the correct verbiage so 
that we can get license approval by the State.  We are also going to have to re-file with the State the revised procedures 
(guidelines), by-laws, and articles of incorporation.* 

 
7.)  R D õS R E P O R T:  
 
G reetings Iõm  a n a d d ict na m ed  B ria n  
 
     With the WSC 2006 quickly approaching I will be busy reading reports and writing a few.  We received the CAT 
(Conference Approval Track).  Of course this document is to big to copy and distribute, but if you wish to have a look at it, 
I brought it with me, or you can down load it off the net @ www.na.org/cat2006.   This site is password protected to ensure 
tha t only N A  m em b ers ha ve a ccess to the m a teria l tha tõs enclosed  in the C A T.  Y ou  w ill need  to log in w ith the user name 
cat and password cat2006. 
     The material in the CAT will be discussed and in some cases voted on at WSC 2006. 
 
So in this mailing covers those materials as well as accompanying reports and strategic plan, there are eight items enclosed: 
 

¶ 2006-2008 Reimbursement policy: This has to do mostly with travel for conference participants. 
 

¶ Public Relations Statement: If approved at the conference, this statement will replace the Public Relation 
Statement of Purpose in A Guide to World Services (p.34).  It will also be included in A Guide to Local Services and the 
Public Relations Handbook (pending approval @ WSC 06). 
 

¶ Public Relation Handbook-Chapters 1-9: This is the approval form of the body of the handbook.  We have 
received chapters 10-13 for review and input.  Please submit all input by 15 March 2006.  If you would like internet access to 
this material let me know and I will hook you up. 
 

¶ Public Relations Preface and Conclusion: An introduction and conclusion of the handbook. 
 

¶ Area Planning Tool: This document is a tool for consideration and would like to ad it as the addenda in the 
PR Handbook.  (read) 
 

¶ WSC Seating Report: This report explains their recommendations about regions that requested seating at this 
conference.  It also touches on some larger issues related to our seating policy that they plan to discuss at the conference. 
 

¶ NAWS Strategic Plan  

http://www.na.org/cat2006


 
¶ Budget and Project Plan: This budget covers the 2006-2008 conference cycle.  The project plans are coded 

according to priority, and we will take a straw poll at the conference to get a sense as to whether these priorities are in 
accord with participants. 
     I d id  find  the A rea  P la nning Tool to b e of interest a nd  ha ve m a d e cop ies for the R C M õs a nd  a re inclu d ed  in you  p a ck et. 
Five of six regions who showed interest in being seated at this conference were recommended for seating.  All regions have 
to meet certain criteria in order to be recommended for seating.  It was stated that neither the workgroup nor the board is 
recommending that Region Mexico Occidente be seated do to lack of response to the questions that were asked. 
     The regions recommended for seating are:   
 

¶ Bluegrass Appalachian 
 

¶ North Carolina 
 

¶ Iran 
 

¶ South Africa 
 

¶ Western Russia 
 
     There was conflict in two of the regions selected between the board and the workgroup.  The workgroup did not 
recommend South Africa and Western Russia because they felt these regions did not meet criteria.  There is a whole page in 
the ju stifica tion of the b oa rd õs d ecision in recom m end ing these tw o regions for seating; I can read it if you like? 
     As I stated above in the third bullet of the CAT summary, we have received chapters 10-13 of the PR Handbook.  Please 
review these chapters and give input by 15 March 2006. 
     It is recommended that a regional report is written for publication at the conference.  In this report we need to list things 
such as number of groups, meetings, H&I meetings, as w ell a s ou r triu m p hs a nd  p rob lem s w eõve ha d  over the la st 
conference cycle. 
     If you could be kind enough to list the number of groups and meetings, including H&I meeting separately it would help 
out in this matter.  Also, if you can think of anything that may be of relevant highs or lows over the last couple years in our 
Region or your Areas, let me know so I might include this in my report.   
     Iõve m a d e m y flight a nd  room  reserva tion for the trip  to W SC  20 0 6 , and the round trip ticket will be around $450-$500 
and the room price for non-funded is $56.48 per night.  These numbers should help us in planning for M ik eõs trip . 
     Ju st so I d onõt forget w e need to cut a check for $400 to the hotel for room rental. 
 
In service to the greatest fellowship in the world 
Brian Hughes  
 
* Indiana and Wisconsin have given donations to our Region for help with the cost of the room rental for the C.A.R. 
workshop yesterday.* 
 

8.)  R D A õS R E P O R T:   
 
H ello Fa m ily Iõm  a Recovering addict called Mike, 
 
      There has not been very much new news on my end other than receiving the CAT, which I have as of yet to go through. 
 I have done some research as to what the approximate cost would be for the trip to the conference. Airfare is looking like I 
could get a flight for under $400, Hotel will be $508.32 and per diem will be $450, and I believe there will be some misc. 
cost in there for shuttles and such, for a total of approximately $1400. 
 
ILS, 
Mike T. 
 
* It was agreed by consensus of the entire committee to allow $400 for Mike T. to purchase a plane ticket for the World 
Conference.* 
 
 
 



9.)  MRCNA CHAIR REPORT: 
 

Hey Family, greetings from the MRCNA committee.  I was out of town for our last planning meeting. 
 
     I am pleased to announce that we have selected our artwork for MRCNA XXII.  Our Co-Chair has offered her resignation 
due to personal reasons.  Due to no administrative members being present at the meeting, it was decided to table this 
matter until our next planning committee meeting. 
     We have a signed contract for the Wayne Kramer Band.  One item that has changed is the speaker for our Freedom 
Night Fundraiser.  Bo S. from Georgia, our former World Literature Chair will be our speaker. Please remember February 
24th is the date for this fun-filled evening.  We start off with our comedian, then our speaker, and then the dance to follow 
with DJ Mike.  
     We now have 120 pre-registrations for the convention. 
     We still have the following open positions: 
ü Co-Treasurer 
ü Additional Needs Chair 
ü Convention Information Chair 

     The Co-Chair situation will be resolved at our next planning committee meeting.  I do not have a sample of our artwork 
today, but it is sharp.  We will also be having pre-convention T-shirts.  
 
ILS, 
Frank C.   
 
* There will be a pre-convention shirt available.  It should be ready by the Comedian/Dance at the end of February.  Frank 
sent around the w orkshop  top ics for the A rea õs to a d d  to if w a nted .  There w ill a lso b e a p p roxim a tely tw o w ork shop s tha t 
w ill b e titled  for su b jects tha t W orld  w a nts the R egionõs to d iscu ss w ith its m em b ers.  The M etro D etroit R egion is not ha p p y  
with the flyers that were sent out promoting the convention and February fundraiser.  They do not like the picture of the 
com ed ia n on the flyer for the u p com ing d a nce, a nd  u nd er òW a yne K ra m er B a nd ó, they w a nt to com m ittee to ta k e ou t the 
p hra se òhe is one of u só.  A fter a  com m ittee discussion, the MRCNA committee will keep open  one slot for H&I, and one slot 
open for P.I.*  
 

10.)  SHARED SERVICES REPORT:  No report this month 
 
11.)  WEBSITE CONTACT REPORT:   
 

Hello Family addict named Cal,  
 
     Just a little activity as with regards to the web site - I forwarded a few e-mails; a failure on my part to keep the spam 
pared down caused a two day problem until the junk on the server could get deleted.  I would like to plan a website 
committee meeting for June along with the H&I/P.I. learning day.  I hope to have contacted each Area by the end of 
February as to interest and topics.  In Kalamazoo, we still have a hard time getting content for the website.  I would like to 
express my willingness to update other Areas until they can get a web servant to maintain that Areaõs web page. 
  
In service 
Best Regards, 
  
Calvin M. L 

 
*The Capitol Area now has a web servant.  There WILL be a website planning committee meeting scheduled for June.  Cal 
is available to help each Area with their website.  M ik e T. is a lso a va ila b le for help  the A rea s.  D a le V . rem ind ed  the R C M õs 
that their individual section of the website is their responsibility to keep up-to-date.* 

 
12.)  M.S.O. REPRESENTATIVE REPORT:  
 
H ello Fa m ily, Iõm  a n a d d ict na m ed  Les. 
 
     Where to sta rté This rep ort m a y seem  a ll over the p la ce, b u t I w rote it a  little a t a  tim e.  W e ha d  ou r tw o regu la r b oa rd  
meetings, two special meetings, and one Metro Detroit Regional meeting.  One thing I do want to mention is that our 
address on the tax exempt form s is tw o or three loca tions b a ck.  I d onõt k now  if it m a tters m u ch, b u t I w a nted  to b ring it to 
your attention.  Our Treasurer has resigned two years early.  Our October checking account beginning balance was 



$5,057.60, and an ending balance of $5,113.20.  Our savings account beginning balance was $8,588.65 and an ending 
balance of $8,591.57.  For November, our checking account balance was $5,113.20, and an ending balance of $7,137.77.  Our 
November savings beginning balance was $8,591.57, and an ending balance of $8,594.39. 
     Our Chair reports that this should be our 20th year since the inception of the DSO.  Our Personnel Chair reports that our 
new  office w ork er ha s resigned .  Thereõs d iscu ssion on hiring m ore tha n one p erson to b e on ca ll.  This w ould give us more 
call-in possibilities so this may not happen again.  There was also some talk of changing the hours of operation.  More will 
be revealed.  There was a lot of discussion on our Quick Books, and how to best train our personnel in this matter.  There 
were four different bids from professionals.  There was a motion to ask Region for $2,000 for this.  Just for the record, I voted 
against this.  It was approved at our board meeting, and also at the Regional meeting. 
     We are looking at bids to heat the back room where all the meetings are held.  The first bid is a little over $2,000.  We 
want at least one more bid to present to Region.  This should all be taken care of before the Region meets again.  Our 
meeting room is the same room the Region meets in.  They have allotted the $2,000 for this. 
     W e ha d  elections, a nd  a ll p ositions b u t Secreta ry w ere filled .  W eõre going to ha ve a  sp ecia l m eeting on Ja nu a ry 31st to 
hear presentations from those interested in our Quick Books training. 
     Iõm  still trying to lea rn w ha t is p rop er to rep ort on, a nd  w ha tõs not.  Since a  lot of w ha t goes on w ith the resigna tions a nd  
som e of the other b u siness m a tters d ea l w ith p eop leõs em otions a nd  integrity, Iõm  rea lizing itõs not p rop er to d iscu ss ou tsid e 
of our Board Meeting.  With that said, all of my reports should be short and brief.  Anyhow, thanks for the opportunity for 
so m u ch grow th.  Iõm  su re tha t a fter 3 yea rs in this p osition, I w ill ha ve grow n significa ntly. 
     Update:  The shit just hit the fan!  There was a shootout at the email corral.  Slander was slung and characters were 
assassinated.  Anyway, it did set things in motion for the Board to show up at Region, and for Region to call a special 
meeting to go over the audit that had been going on.  W e d onõt seem  to b e in a ny trou b le tha t hop efu lly w hich ever 
accounting firm we hire to look into our Quick Books and Point of Sales system to update us in how to run these programs 
successfully.  We as a Board know there is a lot of room for improvement, and are going to do what it takes to successfully 
run the business.  That will probably mean that all of us Board members that know nothing about how the MSO is run will 
have to come in during business hours and do some on-the-job training. 
     Our Office Manager resigned, and interviews are underway, with one hopeful who was around when the MSO first 
opened.  I have brought some application forms for the office worker and office manager positions.  We are also looking 
into changing the newcomer package that goes outside the Metro Detroit Region to not have a Detroit meeting list in it, 
b u t a  few  m ore I.P .õs.  M ore w ill b e revea led . 
     So, yes, thereõs a  lot of confu sion going on a t the p resent tim e, b u t itõ a n op p ortu nity to lea rn a  lot m ore a b ou t m y 
position than if all was running smoothly.  So once again, thanks for the opportunity to grow. 
 
I.L.S., 
Les P. 
 

13.)  H&I REPORT:  No report this month 
 

* The committee is working on the play to be put on at MRCNA XXII.  Les P. REALLY NEEDS WILLINGNESS to help with 
this.  There WILL  be an H&I meeting (workshop) in Lansing in June.* 

 
14.)  P.I. REPORT:  Did not receive report 
 

* The 800 phone system discussed is basically for the professional.  The charges for the 800 number would be IN 
ADDITION  to the charges already in use in each Area.  Julia will continue to gather information, and report back at the 
next meeting.  There WILL  be a P.I. meeting (workshop) in Lansing in June.* 

 
15.)  BANNER PRESERVATION REPORT:  
 
H ow d y E veryone, a d d ict na m ed  P a geé long tim e no see. 
 
     I have not made the effort yet to establish contact with the MSO Board in regards to the use of the facility for the 
photographic session.  Currently the banners have now resided there since September.  I still am struggling a bit concerning 
my personal welfare, and ever-slowly things seem just a tiny bit brighter.  This unfortunately has played havoc with my 
commitment to following through on this project, as several of you are aware of this. 
     I have been approached by a member from the Grand Rapids area in regards to photographing the banners, and it 
comes along with a price-tag.  This avenue although nice to have readily accessible, I am not thrilled about the cost 
effectiveness.  Her letter of intent will accompany my report.  I still believe that we should be able to find access to 



hardware and software with minimal financial impacts.  This I continue to strive for.  Though, if this body sees fit to accept 
this p hotogra p herõs a va ila b ility, Iõm  not going to a rgu e. 
     But to further confuse everyone here, I am now at a point to suggest is that we now delay the raffle of the banners at 
MRCNA XXII this upcoming July.  Since MRCNA will be held in Lansing in 2007 also, it would not be prudent to push the 
raffle for this year, since I am not personally stable to give my full attention to the necessities to fulfill this endeavor in a 
comfortable timeline.  Fortunately, we are able to display the banners at the convention site for the next two conventions. 
     Lastly, I am going to ask this body for a slight reimbursement of fuel to get me and Frank back home, say $40.00?  
Please?? 
 
Humbly Serving, 
Page  
 

*  Hello Ben and Page- 
 

     First I would like to thank you both for considering working with me on this project.  Getting involved with an N.A. project would be most rewarding.  
 
 Just so that you both have a figure for the records: 
 
If I were to load, unload, set up, break down and reload all the equipment that this project would require, drive to the Detroit Area, photograph the 21 banners for archival 
purposes, and deliver the images on a CD, I would charge $1,000.  This rate is at about 50% of what I would normally charge.  I suggest we create the images in 12 mega-pixel, 
jpeg format, but if Tiffs are preferred, we can do that as well.  I would also release all copyright privileges to N.A. so that the organization has creative freedom. 
 
Because I am in my slow season, I can justify offering this rate.  If we were to do this late into the year, I would have to ask for a little more in order to justify the ravel 
and time away from my studio. 
 
Please feel free to contact me either by email, or at my studio office, 616-532-8650.  Thank you once again.  I look forward to your reply and hope that I can be of assistance 
to the N.A. organization. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Janine Mayer/Owner 
PORTRAITS BY JANINE 
3350 Wayburn Ave. S.W. 
Grandville, MI  49418 
616-532-8650 
 
* It was the consensus of the entire committee to hold off raffling the banners at the upcoming MRCNA XXII convention, 
and wait until MRCNA XXIII in 2007.  The convention committee will make sure that the word gets out about this delay.* 
 

AREA REPORTS 
 
A.)  BATTLE CREEK AREA:  
 
H ello Fa m ily, Iõm  a n a d d ict na m ed  A nd rew . 
 
     Battle Creek is still moving along pretty well at this point.  We just had our new election of Area trusted servants, and all 
positions were filed (a few with new faces).  We still have 27 meetings per week, and all are attended well.  These meetings 
come from 10 groups. 
 
I.L.S., 
Andrew H.  
 
 
 
 
 

B.)  CAPITOL AREA:  
 



Hello Family, addict named Brenda. 
 
     There is not a lot to report in the Capital Area. ASC has gone very well the last two months. We had 9 GSRõs in 
attendance last month, and business went well. Elections were held last month, and we still have 6 positions open. 
     La nsing w ill b e hosting a  m enõs speaker jam on April-23-06, a nd  a  w om enõs on Ju ne-17-06. The proceeds for these events 
will be going to fund the MRCNA hospitality room.  These events in the past have been very well attended with speakers 
from both our region and many other regions such as Metro Detroit and outside of the state.  We will try to get flyers 
circulated throughout the region in one way or another when they become available.  
     The area consensus on whether or not to help fund trusted servants from NAWS was yes, if the funds are available.  

 
In Loving Service, 
Brenda K. 
 

C.)  FLINT AREA: 
 
H i Fa m ily, Iõm  a n a d d ict na m ed  D a nny. 
 
     Recovery is still alive in Flint. All of our positions at Area are filled, with the exception of Co-Treasurer.  We have 34 
groups holding 45 meetings, and 7 H&I meetings per week.   
     We are donating $97.00 to the Region.  As always, Area donations are either feast or famine ð  one month we will have  
surplus, and the next we can barely cover our bills. 
     Our Activities committee is planning a learning day for sometime in April, but nothing has been firmed up at this time.  
More will be revealed. 
 
I.L.S., 
Danny S.  
 

D.)  GREATER GRAND RAPIDS AREA: 
 

My name is Ben, and I am an addict from the Greater Grand Rapids Area. 
 
     Our Area continues to grow and develop a desire to help the addict that is still suffering.  I am pleased to say that we 
have 23 active meetings.  We also have a handful of other meetings that are not represented in the Area structure. 
     Our A rea  ha s sent ou t to a ll the m eetings a  su ggestion to look  a t tra d ition five ou t of òIt w ork s H ow  a nd  W hyó, a nd  a sk  
each group to conduct an inventory.  Here is a list that was sent out as a suggestion to have each group answer: 

¶ How well are we carrying the message of recovery? 
¶ A re there a d d icts ou r grou p  isnõt rea ching? 
¶ What can we do to make new members feel more at home? 
¶ D o w e form  into òclick só or a ct ind ifferent to new com ers? 
¶ Do new members stay with us? 
¶ Has the atmosphere of recovery diminished? 
¶ Would a change in our meeting format strengthen that atmosphere? 
¶ What are the assets of our group? 
¶ What more can we do as a group to carry the message?  
¶ Are our business meetings productive and orderly? 
¶ Can we do anything to improve our business meetings? 
¶ Do we keep an adequate supply of literature? 
¶ What are some ways we could be more prudent with 7th tradition funds? 
¶ How could we better support our Area with 7th tradition funds? 
¶ Does our group support the recommended N.A. fund flow system? 

 
     H&I is going strong, and is currently open to 18 meetings. 
     Trea su rerõs R ep ort:  $177.00 was donated to NAWS and MRSCNA. 
     P.I. Report:  The phoneline is going great.  We have a long report that can be found online at our website.  Our meeting 
lists are now printed with a map of Grand Rapids, and the local bus lines.  Our website is always up-to-date, and I cannot 
say enough about our website trusted servant ð  hurrah! 



     Grand Rapids is working on putting in a bid for MRCNA 2008-2009, and we hope to have the bid ready by our next 
Regional meeting.  Pablo P. is sending our Area the current contract for the Lansing MRCNA that we can use to bid for 
MRCNA 2008-2009. 
     I am glad to serve, and hope that we can grow to unite. 
 
I.L.S., 
Ben M.  
 
*The letter from Janine Mayer (photographer) was included with this report.  It has already been added to the Banner 
Preservation report.* 
 

E.)  GREATER MUSKEGON AREA: 
 

Greetings from the Lakeshore! 
 
     On January 15th, the Holland groups hosted the Muskegon Area meeting at the Macatawa Resource Center.  As it is a bit 
of a drive for our members from the north, only 7 or the 12 groups were present. 
     As the Area is $3.00 over our prudent reserve, our donation to Region is non-existent. 
     Road to Recovery in Holland hosted  their a nnu a l H olid a y G a la  on N ew  Y ea rõs E ve.  Flyers a re now  a va ila b le for the 
February 18th òN ever A lone, N ever A ga in V a lentineõs D a nceó, w hich is a lso a  M R C N A  X X II fu nd ra iser, a nd  ou r P rom  on 
March 11th.  Both are annual events. 
     Our P.I. chair, Pat J. has been very active, meeting with County prosecuting attorneys and sheriff departments 
throu ghou t ou r a rea , w ith p resenta tions of òW ha t is N .A ., a nd  how  d oes it a ffect you r com m u nity?ó  She ha s a lso u p d a ted  
meeting lists at various social services institutions.   
     Planning is in the initial stages for the annual White Lake Campout. 
     Attendance seems to be steady at meetings, but donations are obviously struggling. 
 
Respectfully Submitted in Loving Service, 
Marybeth G. and Jeff C. 
 

F.)  NORTHWESTERN AREA: 
 
H ello Fa m ily, Iõm  a n a d d ict na m ed  P a u l. 
 
     Attendance is growing in the Northwestern Area.  We have 29 meetings per week currently going, with 2 of them being 
new.  An 11th step meeting and an open-speaker meeting are being put on by our P.I. committee as of a request by our 
local hospital and rehabilitation center, which is in Munson.  Also, our P.I. committee is putting on a community meeting on 
March 8th at 7:00 p.m. for professionals as a request by a local healthcare facility.  Finally, our Drug Court has accepted our 
p resenta tion for ou r òG et Sta rted ó p rogra m , p u t on b y ou r P .I. com m ittee. 
     We have a name for our annual campout, òStill R etrea ting A fter A ll These M eetingsó, w hich w ill b e held  from  Ju ne 23 rd-
25th, 2006.   
     W e d onõt ha ve a  d ona tion this m onth, w hich is m y fa u lt b eca u se I forgot to a sk  for it a t the A rea  m eeting.  It w onõt 
happen again. 
 
In Loving Service, 
Paul D. 
 

G.)  NORTHWOODS AREA: 
 
H ello everyone, Iõm  a n a d d ict na m ed  G eorge. 
 
     Currently we have 27 meetings in the Northwoods Area.  All of our service positions have been filled, except the RCM-
Alternate. 
     H&I is doing what they can, but anything more than a contact, it is quite hard considering our geographical size.  We 
are looking at purchasing basic texts for all of the jails.  P.I. is doing a follow-up letter to all the probation and parole 
departments. 
     Our campout is going along great, and we will soon be putting out the flyer and design/style for the merchandise. 
     We are still toying with the idea of looking at a future process to divide our Area into two or three Areas.  This, if it does 
ha p p en, w onõt p rob a b ly ha p p en for a t lea st a nother yea r. 



     Lastly, I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, cards, and love during the time of my w ifeõs illness. 
     We have a $50.00 donation to MRSCNA today. 
 
I.L.S., 
George S. 
 

H.)  SAGINAW BAY AREA: 
 
H i Fa m ily, Iõm  a n a d d ict na m e B rya n. 

 
     Retreat flyers are available on the "Events" page of our portion of the website.  We have activities planned every 
weekend in February, so please plan to join us.   
     We are still operating without a chairperson, co-chair, treasurer, co-treasurer, co-secretary.  Helpline, PI and H&I have 
been meeting together for the sake of unity (and to triple the size of each subcommittee).  
     There is a group of recovering addicts from the fellowship who live in the Mt. Pleasant area and have formed an 
activities committee to plan functions in their geographic area.  This has caused some confusion and discussion at the SBA 
area service committee meetings.   
     Our "Youth and Recovery" meeting has closed due to lack of attendance/support.  We currently have 32 groups with 49 
meetings, as well as two H&I meetings (at the Freeland Prison and the 1016 Treatment Center in Midland).  We have a 
donation of $22.30 for the region, and vote no on the proposal to send $300 more to the World Board. 
  
ILS, 
Bryan with a "Y" Haskins 
 

I.)  SOUTHERN MID-MICHIGAN AREA: 
 
H ello Fa m ily, Iõm  a n a d d ict na m ed  C hristine. 
 
     SMMANA is continuing to grow with as many as 40 attending some of the meetings.  We have a new location for our 
chosen few groups that meet on Fridays/Sundays/Mondays.  Our new location is at 330 W. Franklin in Jackson. 
     We have two dances coming up.  The first will be on February 18th, and the second will be on March 18th at the First 
Congregational Church located on the corner of Peach and S. Jackson (in Jackson).  There are flyers and information posted 
on our website for these events. 
     Elections were held this past month, and all of the positions have been filled, and I have the honor of another year as our 
Area RCM.   
 
In Loving Service, 
Christine K.  
 

J.)  SOUTHWESTERN AREA: 
 

Greetings from the Southwest Michigan Area. 
 
     Things are doing well in our Area.  I would like to thank eve4ryone who attended to C.A.R. workshop yesterday.  A 
special thanks to Ron and Travis from the WSO for helping to make it all possible.  Thanks also to our RD for setting 
everything up.   
     Our Area finally has a Literature committee ð  Yea!  Kudos to Jim K., our Literature Chair for setting this up. 
     Our H&I committee is doing very well.  All meetings have been Chaired and well attended. 
     Our convention this weekend has gone very well.  Thanks to everyone who made it over there. 
     Our Co-Chair has stepped down because she has relapsed.  I am happy to announce that she is back in recovery.  We 
have people willing to fill that position, and we will vote at the end of the month on that position. 
     We currently have 25 active groups, and 7 inactive groups in our Area.  We are happy to have everyone here this 
weekend.  Thanks again to all. 
 
I.L.S., 
Mike C.  
 
 
 



K.)  WASHTENAW AREA: 
 
H ello Fa m ily, Iõm  a n a d d ict na m ed  Les. 
 
     We still continue to have a great turn-out for ou r A rea õs service com m ittee m eetings.  The M a ra thon m eetings w e 
usually hold at Christmas and New Years were not held this year, but almost all of our regular meetings were held on these 
days. 
     We still have no active activities sub-committee, but we will have an Area C.A.R. workshop next Sunday before the 
Area meeting.  All are welcome to attend. 
     Our H&I sub-com m ittee ha s enou gh w illingness to look  into a  trea tm ent center m eeting.  O u r w om enõs p rison m eeting is 
having a few difficulties with those on the roster not showing up.  If it persists, we may be asked to be more accountable.   
     There w a s som e d iscu ssion a b ou t the w eb site b eing d ow n.  Iõm  not su re how  a ll this w ork s, b u t I d o ha ve a  letter from  
Brian, our Web Servant asking Region to look into this.  
     We have a $416.06 donation today, and Bob P. just celebrated 22 years clean.  
     I have read and discussed the P.R. Handbook with Brian H., as requested from our Area. 
 
I.L.S., 
Les P. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

1.)  Donation to W.S.O. for C.A.R. Representation: 
ü This issu e w a s ta k en b a ck  to A rea õs for their a p p rova l to d ona te $30 0 .0 0  to com p ensa te the W SO  b oa rd  m em b ers 

for expenses for the workshop.  The results were as follows: 
V Battle Creek                          - Yes 
V Capitol                                   - Yes 
V Flint                                        - Yes 
V Greater Grand Rapids           - Yes 
V Greater Muskegon                 - Yes 
V Northwestern                         - No opinion 
V Northwoods                            - No opinion 
V Saginaw Bay                          - No 
V Southern Mid-Michigan         - Absent (No opinion) 
V Southwestern                          - Yes 
V Washtenaw                             - Yes 
It was agreed to pay $300.00 to the WSO Board Members 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1.)  Elections: 
 
ü Facilitator:  Julia O. nominates Dave T., Lori R. seconds nomination 
                          Mike T. nominates Shawn V., Bryan H. seconds nomination 
                          Frank C. nominates Cal L., Les P. seconds nomination 
                          Cal L. voted in as Facilitator  
 
ü Co-Facilitator:  Mike T. nominates Shawn V., George S. seconds nomination 
                              Shawn V. voted in as Co -Facilitator  
 
ü Secretary:  Jo D. nominates Lori R., Brenda K. seconds nomination 
                         Lori R. voted in as Secretary  
 
ü Co-Secretary:  Jeff C. nominates Marybeth G., Lori R. seconds nomination 
                             Marybeth G. voted in as Co -Secretary  
 



 
ü Co-Treasurer:  No nominations or willingness  
                               Open Position ð  Ta k e ba ck  to A reaõs  
 

ISSUE DISCUSSION 
 

1.)  H&I Coordinator Position: 
 

ü The H&I Coordinator position is being held on an interim basis by Les P., who has been doing a fabulous job, but he 
wishes to step down from this position to concentrate on the other Area, Regional and MRCNA positions he is 
currently holding.  Please put out the word to your Areas that this position is OPEN, and needs to be filled.  Les has 
graciously offered to stay with the person who accepts this position and help them learn what this position entails, 
until that person feels comfortable in the position.  PLEASE PASS THIS ALONG TO YOUR MEMBERS IN YOUR 
AREAS!!  Thank you.  

 
2.)  Future Meeting Locations: 

 
ü This is a  rem ind er to a ll R C M õs ð  Please make sure that when the Regional meeting is coming to your Area, make 

su re tha t you  ha ve a ll of the m eeting loca tion inform a tion rea d y to give to the Secreta ry a t the p rior m onthõs 
meeting so that the Secretary can add that information to the minutes.  This information should include the actual 
meeting location address, and any hotel information (including address and phone number), so that committee 
members who must stay overnight can make their arrangements.  It is a good idea to contact the hotel, and make 
arrangements with them so that we might be able to get a discount on hotel room rates.  This does require some 
legw ork  on the R C M õs p a rt severa l m onths p rior to the a ctu a l m eeting, b u t it is im p orta nt. 

 

CLOSE OF MEETING 
 

The meeting closed at 1:05 p.m., with a moment of silence, followed by the Gratitude Slogan. 
 
 
 
 

APRIL REGIONAL MEETING 
 

Sunday, April 2nd, 2006 
9:00 a.m. 

St. Lawrence Hospital 
Court Conference Center 

Lansing, MI 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

 



 


