Saginaw Bay Area Service Committee of Narcotics Anonymous Minutes

May 21, 2011 – St Alban’s Church, Bay City, MI
	Opening
	The Area Service Committee was called to order by the Chair at 1:33pm with a moment of silence followed by the Serenity Prayer.


	Readings
	Mike read The Twelve Traditions, Rodney read The Twelve Concepts, no copy of The Purpose, Function, and Responsibilities of A.S.C. was available to read, and Tim read Vision for NA Service.


	Acceptance of April’s Minutes
	

	Rodney made an appeal to amend the April minutes to reflect a discrepancy in the Fishing for Recovery group report. Rodney says that the report should have read, “Small groups, but a lot of good recovery.” Correction request was noted by co-secretary. Tim motioned to accept minutes, seconded by Willard. Minutes were accepted.


	Roll Call
	
	
	
	
	

	Trusted Servants
	Home Groups

	Chair
	P
	12 at 12
	A
	Keep it Simple
	A

	Co-Chair
	P
	12 Steps Forward
	A
	Learning to Live
	P

	Secretary
	E
	12 Steps to Freedom
	A
	Let Go, Let God
	A

	Co-Secretary
	P
	A Gathering of Men and Women
	R
	Light of Hope Group
	A

	Treasurer
	P
	Clean and Serene
	A
	Living the Dream
	A

	Co-Treasurer
	O
	Closing Optional
	A
	Never Alone
	A

	RCM
	P
	Common Desires
	P
	New Awakenings
	P

	Alt-RCM
	O
	Common Ground
	A
	New Beginnings
	A

	
	
	Common Welfare
	R
	New Way of Living
	A

	Sub-Committee Chairs
	Conscious Contact
	A
	No Fear
	P

	Activities
	E
	Desire to Change
	A
	No Matter What
	P

	Literature
	R
	Eastside
	A
	No Reservations
	A

	Public Relations
	P
	Fishing for Recovery
	P
	Primary Purpose
	A

	PR Co-Chair
	A
	Freedom Group
	A
	Recovery Zone
	A

	Retreat
	P
	H.O.W.
	P
	Recovery Zone 2
	A

	
	
	How It Works
	P
	Sarah B’s Meeting
	A

	
	
	How We Recover
	A
	Steppin’ Straight
	P

	
	
	Hugs, Not Drugs
	A
	Sunday Serenity
	A

	
	
	I Can’t, We Can
	A
	Surrender Group
	A

	
	
	If You Want What We Have
	R
	Survival
	P

	
	
	In the Solution
	R
	Together We Can Do It
	A

	
	
	It Works, How and Why
	A
	Unity
	R

	
	
	It Works When You Work It
	P
	We’re Not Unique
	A

	
	
	Just for Today
	A
	Willing to Make an Effort
	P


	Group Reports
	

	A Gathering of Men and Women
	Next Business Meeting: Sunday, June 19

	
	Meeting attendance is small with attendance ranging from 2-5 addicts. We are holding our own at this time, but we could really use some support. 

	Common Desires
	Next Business Meeting: Thur, June 23,  Donation: $20.00

	
	Everything has been going very well. Several newcomers, some that keep coming back because the message has been being carried. Due to a church function June 25th to 30 Thur & Sat meetings will be directed to pavilion at Carol Park 2:00 pm. ILS Matt F.

	Fishing for Recovery
	Next Business Meeting: Sat, June 18

	
	Everything going good. Thank you, GSR Rodney S. 

	H.O.W.
	Next Business Meeting: Fri, June 24, Donation: $20.00

	
	No changes to meeting schedule, attendance is good.

	How it Works
	Next business meeting: Monday, June 20, 7:50 pm, Donation: $57.00

	
	Monday, June 20 meeting will be at Eagle Ridge instead of Aldersgate. Attendance down but steady at 16 – 26 addicts.
Q&A: Tim R requested, in lieu of the unavailability of the Aldersgate location on June 20th, that the June 20th PR meeting be relocated or rescheduled as well. Bryan H agreed… more will be revealed.

	If you Want What we Have
	Next Business Meeting: Saturday, June 18, Donation: $52.35

	
	All is well. Attendance is average around 30. Restock of literature sold.

	In the Solution
	Next Business Meeting: Friday, June 10, 2011

	
	All is well.

	It Works When You Work It
	Next Business Meeting: Tuesday, June 21

	
	Attendance steady. Donations down. Rent is paid. We have supplies coffee, tags, & books. One new home group member.

	Learning to Live
	Next Business Meeting: Thur, June 23, Donation: $5.00

	
	Lacking willingness for service within home group. Other than that all is well. Thursday @ 7:00 Tri County Worship, Auburn.

	New Awakenings
	Next Business Meeting: Saturday, June 18 @ 12:30 pm, Donation: $20.00

	
	Attendance steady. Donations down!

	No Fear
	Next Business Meeting: Wednesday, June 22, 2011 after regular meeting, Donation: $25.00

	
	To accommodate the increase in members attending, the Group has moved to a larger room at the same location. The Group continues to do well with the alternating Step & Traditions readings format out of the It Works How & Why. The Group format is an open meeting one hour long and when a newcomer attends the Group reads from the introduction to Narcotics Anonymous booklet. ***Remove “Meditation meeting last Wednesday of each month” on the meeting schedule.***

	No Matter What
	Next Business Meeting: Friday, June 24, Donation: $20.00

	
	Attendance average around 15-20 people. Rent was paid, donations steady. We bought some literature. We are getting some more key tags, coffee, creamer, sugar. Our home group decided to offer a childcare service. One new home group member.

	Steppin’ Straight
	Next Business Meeting: Wed, June 22, Donation: $15.00

	
	Things are going O.K. Had one 12 yr and one 1 yr coins going out this month. Meeting attendance is good. Sunday book study meeting is finally starting to grow with 8 to 10 people attending. GSR Pat M.

	Survival
	Next Business Meeting: Tuesday, June 21, 2011, Donation: $50.00

	
	No problems with the Survival group. Attendance remains good. ILS Patti B.

	Unity
	Next Business Meeting: June

	
	Group is doing great with good attendance. Catching up with literature, books and things we need to keep our home group going. Our Unity Picnic is as scheduled for July 9th at Monitor Township Park. Thanks to all for these donations. Flyers will be distributed within the next week. More will be revealed.

	Willing to Make the Effort
	Next Business Meeting: Friday, June 24, Donation: $25.00

	
	WTMTE is continuing to do well. We will be having an open speaker the 2nd Friday of June sharing on the 4th and 5th steps. Plans are being made to have our summer picnic August 20th at Sanford Lake with a potluck and an open meeting. We are hoping to make literature order in the near future. Hope to see everyone next Friday at 8pm at 6th and Van Buren, Bay City. Grateful to be of service, Dave E.


	Trusted Servants Reports
	

	Treasurer
	Our precious balance was $2375.79 with a monthly income of $226. Our expenditures were $613.65. This leaves us with an ending balance in April of $1988.14. The detailed report will be included in area minutes and has been sent electronically to the secretary. A bi-annual audit will be planned for July. In Loving Service, Tammy R.

	
	The following reflects business done at the April meeting.

	Home Group Donations
	Amount
	
	Expenses
	Amount 

	Common Desires
	$30.00
	
	King Communications
	$14.43

	Common Welfare
	$40.00
	
	Area Rent
	$20.00

	If You Want What We Have
	$42.00
	
	Secretary
	$94.14

	In the Solution
	$14.00
	
	Public Relations
	$325.34

	No Fear
	$25.00
	
	Treasurer
	$34.75

	No Matter What
	$10.00
	
	World Donation
	$124.99

	Primary Purpose
	$20.00
	
	Total Expenses
	$613.65

	Together We Can Do It
	$20.00
	
	
	

	Willing to Make the Effort
	$25.00
	
	
	

	Total Group Donations
	$226.00
	
	Previous Balance (Mar)
	$2,375.79

	
	
	
	+ Donations
	$226.00

	
	
	
	- Expenses
	$613.65

	
	
	
	Ending Balance (Apr)
	$1,988.14

	RCM
	**See Attached**

Q&A: Julie inquired to who is responsible to schedule and plan for the meeting place for the August MRSCNA convention. Willard answered: Area activities subcommittee and / or the area administrative members.

Tim asked Willard which days MRSCNA would need a facility. Willard answered: All day Saturday and Sunday morning.

Willard requests that GSR’s go back to groups for suggestions of any matters or topics for area to take before MRSCNA.

	Secretary
	Secretary is excused today. Co-secretary (Ernie B) will be serving in her absence. Everyone should have received the April minutes either by mail or by email. If not, please make sure I have your correct contact information before leaving today. If you include your email address with your contact information, you can expect to receive the monthly minutes via email. If you prefer to receive monthly minutes via US mail, then please do not include your email address in your contact information. No further report. --Ernie


	Sub-Committee Reports
	

	Literature
	Next business Meeting: June 1, 2011 @ 11:30 am before the No Fear Group meeting at Messiah Lutheran Church 501 S. Catherine St in Bay City.

	
	Literature for New Groups: Materials were purchased for two additional group starter kits with the cost of $52.40 for supplies and $6.29 for pro-rated shipping for a total of $58.69, for which I am asking for reimbursement. We currently have three group starter kits available. In Loving Service, Tammy R. The address is: SBASCNA, PO BOX 51, BAY CITY, MI 48707-0051
The attached correspondence (see attached) from the Living Clean Project – The Journey Continues link updating the project is found in the www.na.org website under the ‘What’s New’ link on the home page.
Instructions to download the approved Book Draft are found in the Living Clean Project – The Journey Continues link for Subcommittee review. The approved Book Draft review period is from April 2011 through April 2012 (or through our Region voting timeline). This pdf. Document is protected and cannot be printed, cut and pasted or any notations made on it. Hard copies can be purchased for $8.50. It is requested that two hard copies be made available to the Subcommittee using Area funds. This will enable the Subcommittee to make notations regarding the content of the literature as we progress through the readings and present the review findings and provide updated feedback at Area Meetings. The book drafts will be returned to the Area upon completion of the review process for storage and future reference. ILS Tom H.

	Public Relations
	Next business Meeting: Monday, June 20th, 2011 Aldersgate Church, Airfield Lane, Midland @ 5:30 pm.

	
	Good Afternoon NA Family Hope this finds all Home Groups doing well. Phone line is getting almost 3 times the calls we were getting before the PSA’s were being shown. Working to get an updated list of current Phone line Volunteers. Discussed getting informational booklets and possibly scheduling another Phone line Training session when we get enough volunteers. Discussed all H&I meetings; everything is well at this time. PI Discussion on meeting lists and contact people for different groups this is important as it seems some groups want to call their meetings H&I when they are not following guidelines. Under Open floor a motion was made to bring to area. Motion states--- To change the SBASCNA Guidelines to allow a Service Subcommittee Chairperson to serve more than one consecutive term in an elected position. Intent: Utilize the experience gained in the first year of service to further the service commitment to carry the message to the still suffering addict.

And with that a little good news, I did not spend any of my prudent reserve this month so I’m not asking area for any money this month. ILS Tim R
Q&A: Dave E asked Tim if he could have a list of all treatment centers our area attends. Tim R requested that Dave get with him following the meeting.

Julie extended a thank you and appreciation to Tim R for his hard work and service.

	Retreat
	Next business meeting: Not yet set.

	
	The 25th annual retreat was – once again – a smashing success. The final body count was 104. That’s compared to last year’s count of 122. And that’s of a total 135 spots.

We do not know whether the change in the week to one week after Mother’s Day – the retreat’s traditional date – or the economy affected the number of people attending. We do plan to continue holding it at it’s new time next year.

We have not had our final meeting yet – so the finances & an area donation will be covered at the next month’s area meeting. Will also nominate a chairperson for next year. ILS, Patti B.

Q&A: Pat asked if t-shirts are still available for order / purchase. Patti B. says “yes, but not sure when that order will be submitted.” She suggests contacting Gloria H as the retreat subcommittee merchandising person.

Julie extended a thank you to Patti B and the retreat committee for planning a great retreat.


	Break
	2:23pm – 2:37pm, meeting was reopened with the Serenity Prayer

	Old Business
	

	1.
	Co-Treasurer – A vote was held with a total of 8 groups and present or represented and qualified to vote. Vote was unanimous in favor of Phil L. becoming the SBASCNA co-treasurer, effective immediately. Willard offered his endorsement of Tammy and Phil as an excellent treasury team.
Bryan H asked Phil L to reiterate his willingness to serve beyond the 1 year as co-treasurer, which Phil L graciously did.

	2.
	Open Positions – Co-chair, permanent Literature chair, RCM and Alt RCM positions are all open for nominations.


	New Business
	

	1.
	Co-chair Nominations –Rodney nominated Bryan H for co-chair.  Bryan H graciously declined. Julie nominated Howard for co-chair. Seconded by Ernie. Willard inquired about the duties of the position. Ernie B read the duties from the SBASCNA Guidelines. Willard expressed his feelings that the opportunity to serve as co-chair could be a very rewarding experience for Howard, and encouraged Howard to give genuine consideration to the nomination. Dave asked for a reading of the qualifications, which Ernie obliged. Dave then asked Howard if he meets the qualifications, which Howard declared he indeed does. Howard accepted the nomination. Please take this nomination back to your home groups for consideration and a vote to be represented at the June area meeting.

	2.
	​RCM Nomination – Tim R asked Willard if he has the willingness to serve another term as RCM. Willard said he does have the willingness if the guidelines would permit. Ernie read from the SBASCNA Guidelines and confirmed that guidelines do permit. Tim R officially nominated Willard for RCM, seconded by Dave E. Willard accepted nomination. Please take this nomination back to your home groups for consideration and a vote to be represented at the June area meeting.

	3.
	Alt RCM Nomination – Willard nominated Tim R for Alternate RCM. Dave E asked for confirmation of SBASCNA Guidelines to allow Tim R to serve as both PR Chair and Alternate RCM. A discussion led to agreement that the guidelines do permit. Tim R accepted the nomination for Alt RCM and declared his qualifications and willingness to serve beyond the first year if requested.  Please take this nomination back to your home groups for consideration and a vote to be represented at the June area meeting.

	4.
	Literature Chair Nomination – Ernie B nominated Patti B for Literature Chair, pending the conclusion of her term as Retreat Chair in June. Julie seconded the nomination. Patti B requested the time to consider the nomination until the June area meeting. Please consider this position still open for nomination at the June meeting.

	6.
	Motion to Amend Guidelines – The Public Relations Committee (Tim R, chair, Jodee D, co-chair and Bryan H, committee member) submit a motion to amend the SBASCNA Guidelines.

Motion # 1104
Motion: To change the SBASCNA Guidelines to allow a Service Subcommittee Chairperson to serve more than one consecutive term in an elected position.
Intent: Utilize the experience gained in the first year of service to further the service commitment to carry the message to the still suffering addict.

Willard suggested that this motion be slightly re-worded to match Sec. VII, K for Policy and Administrative Committee members.

Tim R and Bryan H, chair and committee member of the PR Subcommittee making this motion, verbally agreed to change and submit this motion as follows: “No Subcommittee Chairperson shall be eligible to serve more than two full terms consecutively in the same position.”
This motion was seconded by Rodney.

No cons were presented.

Please take this motion back to your home groups for consideration and a vote to be represented at the June area meeting.

	7.
	Rent: Rent was paid in the amount of $20. 10% = $52.50 was sent to region.


	Open Floor
	

	1.
	Thank You PR Committee – Willard extended recognition and appreciation to the PR committee for their service. The floor applauded in agreement.

	2.
	Julie Bids Farewell – Julie bid a farewell and thank you to the area committee, for the privilege to serve as a trusted servant. Bye-bye Julie, we love you and will miss you.

	3. 
	Support Recovery in the Prison and Jails – Bryan H wishes to get the word out that “we always need and appreciate men to go into the Saginaw Regional Correctional Facility.”

Men visit the SRCF on Thur @ 7:00 pm and Fri @ 6:00 pm. 

Men & women visit the Midland County Jail on Tues @ 7:00 pm.

Women visit the Gladwin County Jail on Fri @ 7:00 pm.
Please take this message to your home groups and encourage anyone interested to contact the area PR Subcommittee members for more information.

Tim R, chair. Jodee D, co-chair. Bryan H, subcommittee member.

	4. 
	Open Nominations in June –Please keep in mind that at the June meeting the Activities Chair, Literature Chair, Public Relations Chair, Public Relations Co-Chair, and Retreat Chair are up for nominations.
We do have Tom H serving as interim Literature Chair, we are still welcoming nominations to fill that position through December.


	Closing
	Dave E. motioned to close the meeting, seconded by Sandy. The meeting closed at 3:41pm with the Gratitude Slogan.


	Next Area Meeting
	June 25, 2011 at 1:30pm at the New Life Church of the Nazarene
1278 S. Center Rd.

Saginaw, MI 48638

	
	


In Loving Service,

Ernie B. – Co-secretary, and

Jennie K. – Secretary

Saginaw Bay Area Committee of Narcotics Anonymous

RCM / RCMA Report to Area

Date:
 May 21, 2011

Subcommittee Name:

Regional Committee Member (RCM)

Next Regional Meeting:

Michigan Regional Service Committee of Narcotics Anonymous (MRSCNA) will be hosted by the Battle Creek Area on Sunday, June 05, 2011 @ 9:00 am in Battle Creek at the Alano Club located at 1125 Territorial Rd. There will be a ‘Speaker Night’ on Saturday. Rooms are available at the Best Western for Saturday night for $79.16 plus tax… Call 269-979-8506 and mention MRSCNA.

Reminder: SBASCNA will host the MRSCNA meeting on Sunday, August 07, 2011.

SBASCNA RCM Expenses:

Expense pre-payment request is $64.00 for gas & $36.00 for food (for 2 trusted servants) for a total of $100.00. Unused funds and all receipts will be provided the SBASCNA Treasurer.
The current (April 03, 2011) MRSCNA account balance is $2529.70.  This $377.36 reduction is the result of having February donations of $542.29 & February expenses of $919.65.  Of our February expenses, $652.73 (71%) was for travel and lodging for MRSCNA Trusted Servants.  $143.70 (15.5% of expenses) went for the MRSCNA meeting room and $123.22 (13.5% of expenses) was donated to NA World Services (NAWS).  The current Michigan Regional Convention of Narcotics Anonymous (MRCNA) account balance is $6991.32. Balance at the previous MRSCNA meeting (February, 2011) was $4695.82. 

RCM Report:

There was no MRSCNA meeting in May, thus, I have included a communications from NAWS (to all Regional Delegates including Les P. from Michigan) for your review… NAWS email:
Dear Conference Participants, 

We are writing about a few matters.

Fellowship Copyrights

First, we are attaching our response to the recent illicit publication of a version of the Basic Test labeled “Narcotics Anonymous Third Edition, Revised with original Fourth and Ninth Traditions – Fellowship Approved – United States Fellowship Assembly.” Some of you have asked about these texts, and we hope the attachment answers your questions. We will also post a copy of the attached essay to the conference participant bulletin board: http://disc.na.org/wsc/index.php. This is a conversation we are beginning with you, conference participants, but it certainly is not an exclusive conversation. Please feel free to forward ths information to other members in your regions or beyond. As with any subject, please don’t hesitate to email worldboard@na.org if we can answer further questions or help you better communicate within your regions.

Regional Proposals for the CAR
We are also writing to remind you about the 1 August deadline for proposals for inclusion in the Conference Agenda Report. Just as your region may have, in the past, submitted motions for inclusion in the CAR by 1 August, regions who wish to are now being asked to submit proposals for discussion. The February issue of NAWS News gives a more detailed explanation of what we are proposing for the 2012 WSC in response to the conference’s support for a process by which regions could submit ideas for consideration rather than motions. Given that these are proposals that will take up the time and attention of the fellowship worldwide, we ask that RSCs make a formal decision to submit them rather than forwarding proposals from individuals without a regional decision.
ILS, Willard Y.

See Attachment: NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS COPYRIGHTS AND LITERATURE

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS COPYRIGHTS AND LITERATURE

While we have tried to be reserved about what we as the World Board of Narcotics Anonymous World Services, Inc. have to say about a US Assembly, when the issue involves the fellowship’s copyrights we have no choice but to respond. A draft of the Basic Text is currently being distributed that states on the cover “Narcotics Anonymous Third Edition, Revised with original Fourth and Ninth Traditions – Fellowship Approved – United States Fellowship Assembly.” NA World Services has been clearly charged to “hold and administer all recovery literature and other intellectual properties of the

Fellowship of Narcotics Anonymous in a manner that will help addicts find recovery from the disease of addiction and carry that message of recovery to the addict who still suffers, in keeping with the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions of NA” (FIPT). We are certainly no stranger to the idea that some members of our fellowship hold a different opinion about these issues, despite the clearly stated will of our fellowship. However, whatever opinion you may have about any service proposal or any other issue, the illicit production and distribution of our literature is just wrong.

Our charge to protect the fellowship’s property on its behalf, is clearly stated in A Guide to World Service in NA, the FIPT, and our bylaws. These policies are the result of much controversy and pain in the late 1980s and early 90s, long before any of us served in our current positions. The issues were taken up in numerous Conference Agenda Reports, discussions at World Service Conferences, and even a lawsuit against a member. That painful process culminated with representatives of all parties involved sitting down and hammering out an agreement to pose the issues in dispute to the fellowship and let group conscience decide. The fellowship overwhelmingly exercised its voice on these matters at WSC 1991. This led to the fellowship’s adoption of the Fellowship Intellectual Property Trust in 1993. The recent distribution of this unapproved version of the Basic Text seems to ignore all of those fellowship decisions.

Our duty is clear. We are simply trying to fulfill our responsibilities and honor the trust that was placed on us as members of the World Board. If we were the board for a different type of organization, we would simply write a cease-and-desist letter to anyone infringing on the fellowship’s property and ultimately seek a legal resolution. But we are not a normal business; we are a spiritual fellowship that has to manage a business. And the only people who can really protect the fellowship’s property are the members and groups of NA. Only our members and groups can effectively enforce the decisions made by the fellowship and put a stop to this type of activity. For those who want more background information, following is a brief factual history of the development of the Basic Text, the issues that arose as a result, and the decisions of the Fellowship at the World Service Conference.

THE BASIC TEXT

The World Service Conference of Narcotics Anonymous approved the Basic Text in May 1982. Having no experience in publishing a full-length book, publication of the First Edition was a very difficult job for the World Service Office. In addition to major problems with the printer initially chosen to publish the book, conceptual problems arose. In the course of preparing the approval-form book for publication, it was noted that portions of the essays on Traditions Four and Nine made it appear that the NA service structure should not be considered a part of Narcotics Anonymous. After much discussion, the WSO Board of Directors and the World Service Board of Trustees agreed that these portions should be removed from the book before publication of the First Edition. In response, the chairperson of the WSC Literature Committee attempted to revoke the earlier release of rights to the WSO of the Basic Text. However, when the World Service Conference met in May 1983, no motion was made to uphold the literature chairperson's action. On the contrary, new WSO by-laws were accepted, clearly stating that NA literature should be held in a charitable trust by the corporation on the fellowship’s behalf. The WSO-copyrighted First Edition was officially released on April 27, 1983 by the World Service Office, using the name of CARENA Publishing Company.

Less than a month later, WSC action effectively created the Second Edition Basic Text. Conference minutes of 1983 reflect that a motion was passed, directing "that our book be completely returned to its [original] approved form in subsequent printings." The Second Edition of the Basic Text was released on September 28, 1983, with the missing lines reinserted. The year after the conference directed WSO to reinsert the missing lines from the traditions essays into the Basic Text, the WSC decided that the issue should ultimately be settled directly by the NA Fellowship. In 1984, regional service representatives were asked to poll their groups on whether the wording of the essays on the Fourth and Ninth Traditions should be as reflected in both the original approval form and the Second Edition, or as reflected in the First Edition. The question was submitted to the fellowship in a seven-page document including the proposed changes and the reasons both for making the change and for keeping the text as approved. The fellowship’s response was thirty-six votes in favor of changing the text and eight against changing the text. Therefore, at the next printing—the Third Edition— the words originally deleted from the Approval Form when the First Edition was published were again deleted, this time in response to a direct vote of the fellowship. 

The Third Edition was formally released on October 20, 1984.

The 1985 World Service Conference passed a motion to edit the Basic Text for grammatical consistency and correctness. The motion called for the revised text to be reviewed and approved by the Literature Review Committee of the WSCLC. At the time, however, the Literature Committee was busy putting together It Works: How and Why, so these edits were not completed before the 1986 World Service Conference. The 1986 conference, nonetheless, moved for further revisions to the Basic Text: A motion was passed to publish a revised version of the Little White Book and to edit the Basic Text to reflect those changes. The revisions to the Little White Book were ones that most members noticed because they changed what was read at most meetings.  The Basic Text Third Edition, Revised was released in November 1986 and reflected the changes made in the Little White Book, but not the professional edit. In the course of reviewing the draft of the professionally edited Basic Text, as charged by the conference, the Literature Review Committee discovered six conceptual inconsistencies with the newly revised Little White Book. The committee consulted with the WSO Board of Directors and the World Service Board of Trustees, and a decision was made to defer publication of the Fourth Edition until the conference was able to make a decision about the additional changes necessary to bring the text in line with the Little White Book. The 1987 WSC approved five of those six changes. 
The Fourth Edition Basic Text, published in October 1987, included these five changes, the earlier conceptual changes brought about by revising the Little White Book, as well as the professional edits. This was also the first version of the Basic Text to include a subject index, per 1986 WSC action.

Not long after the publication of the Fourth Edition, the WSO and the WSC Literature Committee began receiving complaints about errors in the Basic Text. After multiple rounds of line-by-line revision, it was discovered that there were serious transcription errors made in the typescript from which the professional editor worked. At the 1988 WSC, a motion was made to reinsert the missing lines from the Third Edition back into the Basic Text. Some felt that the changes in question were substantial enough to require broader fellowship review, but overall the conference did not agree and voted not even to consider the motion to send a special ballot to RSCs on the matter. Two other motions, very similar to one another, were defeated by overwhelming majorities; these motions sought to return to publication of the Third Edition, Revised, instead of printing a corrected Fourth Edition (i.e., Fifth Edition).

Despite the debate, the motion to reinsert the missing lines passed with significantly more than a 2/3 majority, and the Fifth Edition Basic Text was subsequently published later in 1988. Included in the motion was an amendment making the Basic Text “not eligible for revision for five years from this conference.” The 1993 World Service Conference extended the moratorium for another five years. In 1998 a similar motion for a moratorium failed, but the conference passed a motion to commit to the World Board all input, including motions and amendments, related to revising the Basic Text and Little White Book. The board was to present a proposal to the 2000 World Service Conference. At the 2000 conference, participants voted to begin a process of evaluating possible changes to the Basic Text and/or Little White Book. That process ultimately led to the project that created the Sixth Edition Basic Text.

At WSC 2008, three CAR motions creating the Sixth Edition Basic Text were unanimously adopted. These motions were (1) to replace the existing stories in the Fifth

Edition Basic Text with those contained in the CAR; (2) add a new Preface to the Sixth Edition, change the title “Book One” and “Book Two” to “our Program” and “Our Members Share,” add abstracts of each story to the Table of Contents, approve the “Reflections” and the specific titles for the sections of the stories; and (3) give the World Board the ability to update statistical information (number of NA meetings, etc.) in the new preface. The rest of the decisions about the Sixth Edition were carried by substantial majority (over two-thirds) but were not unanimous. The additional motions approved were to include a revised index and make two specific copyedits to the first ten chapters. Those copyedits were to replace “N.A.” with “NA” and to remove a footnote in Tradition Eleven that referenced a PI guide that no longer exists. This brought us to the current version of the text, and the following statement was added to A Guide to World Service in NA: “WSC 2008 approved the Sixth Edition Basic Text. Once it becomes available in October 2008, the Sixth Edition will be the only edition approved for NAWS production with the exceptions called out in the Translations Policy.”

PROTECTING THE FELLOWSHIP’S INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

The statement added to GWSNA about the Fifth Edition followed from a decision made at the 1991 conference about the Fifth. In 1990, some NA members took it upon themselves to print a version of the NA Basic Text, Book One, which they had created by combining the Third Edition, Revised, with the essays on Traditions Four and Nine from the Second Edition. In a US federal court hearing, the primary individual responsible for publishing the hybridized Basic Text at that time agreed to stop, and the World Service Office Board of Directors agreed to place three motions before the NA Fellowship in the 1991 Conference Agenda Report. One of those motions asked the fellowship to identify again which edition of the Basic Text it wished to consider “the official and accepted text of Narcotics Anonymous.” A second motion asked whether a reduced-price Basic Text should be produced by the WSO. A third asked whether a group-by-group tally should be taken to determine the outcome of the first two motions (a tally is different from the normal method used to determine WSC decisions). All three motions were published in the CAR, were subsequently placed before the 1991 World Service Conference, and were defeated.

Following an extended discussion among all conference participants and the deliberations of an ad hoc committee, the WSC decided to issue the following statement to the fellowship: The Basic Text, Fifth Edition, is the only edition of the Basic Text that is currently approved by the World Service Conference of Narcotics Anonymous for publication and sale. The World Service Office Board of Directors is entrusted with the responsibility for protecting the fellowship’s physical and intellectual properties, including the Basic Text, and at the Board of Director’s discretion shall take legal action to protect those rights against any and all persons who choose to infringe upon this literature trust.

Two related motions were also passed at WSC ’91 regarding NA intellectual property ownership and publishing. On a roll call vote with 67 yes votes, 9 no, and 3 abstaining, the following motion was carried: “To reaffirm and ratify that the ownership of all of NA’s intellectual and physical properties prepared in the past and to be prepared in the future is held by WSO, Inc., which holds such title in trust on behalf of the Fellowship of Narcotics Anonymous as a whole in accordance with the decisions of the World Service Conference.”

The other related motion was carried by a two-thirds majority voice vote: “To reaffirm that the World Service Office, Inc., is the exclusive publisher and distributor of all World Service Conference-approved literature, including all books, pamphlets, handbooks, and other intellectual and physical properties, as directed by the Fellowship of Narcotics Anonymous through the World Service Conference.”

Regarding the issue of a low-cost Basic Text, the 1991 WSC did recognize that an inexpensive book containing the basics of NA recovery would be a great product to have for newcomers at meetings. A motion that directed the WSO and WSC Literature Committee to compile and publish such a book, to be called An Introductory Guide to Narcotics Anonymous, passed by a unanimous voice vote.

CONCLUSION

Considering the events recounted above, it seems quite clear that the NA Fellowship has expressed its conscience on the matter of its recovery literature. Any efforts by individuals or groups to reprint altered NA literature do not reflect the conscience of the NA Fellowship. The NA groups, as owners of NA’s copyrights, and NA World Services, as trustees in the Fellowship Intellectual Property Trust, are partners in the effort to protect NA’s copyrights. NA groups and members have the right and the responsibility to demand that those who would reprint or modify NA literature refrain from doing so.
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